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Manufacturing prices in September 


Prices of articles produced by manufacturing industry rose by 

0.4 per cent between August and September, while prices of materials 
used in manufacturing rose by only 0.1 per cent during this period. 
Details of movements in the two price indexes are given below. 


Small increase in manufacturing materials prices 
The price index of materials used in manufacturing industries increased 
by 0.1 per cent between August and September 1992. 


While imported materials prices increased by 0.9 per cent, prices for 
home produced materials fell by 0.4 per cent. 


The main contributors to the increase in imported materials prices in 
September were components for machinery and equipment and other 
manufactured materials which were partly offset by lower prices for 

chemicals and chemical based materials. 


The fall in prices of home produced materials resulted mainly from 
lower prices for crude petroleum and for sheep and lambs. 


Over the year to September, prices of manufacturing materials increased 
by 7.5 per cent, the largest annual increase since December 1990. 


The table below summarises the price movements of imported and 
home produced materials. 


PRICE OF MATERIALS USED IN MANUFACTURING 


EPTEMBER 1992 

Percentage change 
From From corresponding 
previous month of 
Source of material month previous year 
Imported 09 80 
Home produced -04 73 
All manufacturing 0.1 75 


Further small rise in prices of manufactured goods 


The price index of articles produced by the manufacturing industry rose 
0.4 per cent between August and September 1992, the fifth consecutive 
monthly increase of that magnitude 


The rise was due mainly to small increases in prices for a wide range of 
items; the only individual increase of significance was for meat (2.3%). 


These increases were partially offset by small price decreases for about 
a quarter of the items in the index. 


The All Manufacturing Industry Index rose by 2.6 per cent between 
September 1991 and September 1992, representing a continuation of the 
upward trend in the annual rate since late 1991. 


Variations in the rate of price change for different sectors of 


manufacturing are shown below. 
PRICES OF MANUFACTURED GOODS 

SEPTEMBER 1992 

Percentage change 
From From corresponding 
previous month of 
Manufacturing sector month previous year 
Petroleum products - 06 94 
Food and beverages 06 35 
Transport equipment 04 31 
Basic metal products 05 3.0 
Other industriai machinery 04 16 
Clothing and footwear ~01 11 
Chemical products -03 0.7 
Fabricated metal products -03 O4 
Total manufacturing 04 2.6 


For further information, order the pubiirations Price Indexes of Materials Used in 
Manufacturing Industries, Australia (6411.0) and Price Indexes of Articles 
Produced by Manufacturing Industry, Australia (6412.0), or contact Geoff Brown 
on (06) 252 5348 or Peter Cordy on (06) 252 5541. 


Dollar keeps import prices rising 


The import Price Index rose by 0.7 per cent in September 1992 mainly 
as a result of the continuing fall in the value of the dollar against the 
currencies of most of Australia’s major trading partners. 


The main contributors to the September price rise were road vehicles, 
telecommunications equipment and electrical machinery, apparatus and 
appliances. 


Between September 1991 and September 1992 the index increased by 
9.3 per cent. 


IMPORT PRICES, SEPTEMBER 1992 


change 

From previous From corresponding month 
Selected groups of items month of previous year 
Commodities and transactions 14 68 
Machinery and transprt equipment 13 118 
Food and live animals 1.3 70 
Crude materials 10 85 

Mineral fuels, tubricants and other 
related materials 0.7 7.2 
Miscellaneous manufactured articles 04 10.8 
Chemical products 03 65 
Animal and vegetable oils, etc -05 35 


All items 07 93 


——--—— 


For further information, order the publication Import Price Index, Australia (6414.0), 
or contact Geoff Brown on (06) 252 5348. 


Home lending — the trend up 
continues at a slower pace 


The provisional trend estimate for the number of dwelling units 
financed in September 1992 for owner occupation continued the rise 
which began in December 1991. The September estimate was up 

1.0 per cent on August 1992 and was 25.2 per cent above the 
September 1991 figure. The rate of increase in the trend, however, is 
continuing to slow, 


The overall increase in the trend, largely attributable to the continued 
growth in the established dwellings segment of the market, was not 
reflected in the two other key market segments. 


Both construction of dwellings and purchase of newly erected dwellings 
recorded decreases in September -— the former for the first time since 
October 1991. For newly erected dwellings it was the fourth successive 
monthly decrease. 


Aithough in original terms the number of dwelling units financed in 
September 1992 was 39,356, the highest number financed since the series 
peaked at 40,985 dwelling units in June 1988, in seasonally adjusted 
terms the September estimate was 5.5 per cent below the August 1992 
estimate. 


As a proportion of total new housing finance commitments in 
September 1992, refinancing accounted for 11.5 per cent; this compares 
with 5.5 per cent in July 1991, the first month in which this series was 
published. 


HOME FINANCE COMMITMENTS 
SEPTEMBER 1992 
Value of commitments 


Construction Purchase of 


Established of newly erected 
dwellings dwellings dwellings Total 
% change from August 1992 
Trend 23 14 -26 19 
Seasonally adjusted ~41 = 6.8 ~156 =52 
Unadjusted 10.0 7 18 99 
% change from September 1991 
Trend 377 39.2 257 37.3 
Seasonally adjusted 35 386 20.8 33.7 
Unadjusted 513 69 37.7 $22 


The trend estimate of the total value of housing finance commitments 
also rose slightly in September, despite a decline in the amount lent for 
the purchase of newly erected dwellings. 


For further information, order the Finance for Owner 
Occupation, Australia (5609.0), or contact John Carson on (06) 252 7110 or 
Harry Wilson on (06) 252 6170. 
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Numbers in post-compulsory 
education top two million 


TVPE OF EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION In May 1992, 2,006,600 or 17 per cent of the population aged 15 to 64 
Pu 9 ‘wo were attending a school or tertiary educational institution, according to 
- the latest ABS annual figures on transition from education to work. 
ea 
— 4 Over the five years to May 1992, the number of students has risen by 
i = 394,600 (24%). The increase in attendance at higher education 


institutions was 231,200 (57%) with an increase of 74,000 (16%) at TAFEs. 


’ : . ‘ = The survey shows that 384,200 persons were reported as having left 
full-time education during the period January 1991 to May 1992. Of 
these, 65 per cent (249,500) were employed at May 1992 and 26 per cent 
(100,000) were unemployed. The 1987 figure for full-time school leavers 
was 194,500 while the 1992 figure was 149,90(, a decrease of 44,600 or 
23 per cent (i.e. more school students continued full-time study). The 
number of leavers from tertiary institutions, on the other hand, has 
increased by 99,600 (74%) since 1987. 


The figures show that, at the time of the survey, 1,006,300 students were 
employed (546,700 on a full-time basis) and a further 159,900 were 
unemployed. The remaining 840,400 students were not in the labour force. 


Educational status of 19 and 22 year olds at May 1992 was: 


© 50 per cent of 19 year olds (140,500) were attending an educational 
institution, 10 per cent (29,400) were not attending but already held 
a post-school qualification and 40 per cent (113,000) were without 
post-school qualifications and were not attending 


© 25 per cent of 22 year olds (69,900) were attending an educational 
institution, 36 per cent (1/I0,000) were not attending but held a 
post-school qualificaticn and 39 per cent (110,700) were without 
post-school qualifications ana were not attending. 


The estimated number of apprentices rose from 139,700 in May 1987 to 
175,500 in May 1989, then decreased \_ 137,000 in May 1992. The 
current estimate of first year apprentices (28,300) is 27 per cent less than 
in May 1987 and 50 per cent less than in May 1989. 


EDUCATIONAL ATTENDANCE AND LABOUR FORCE STATUS, MAY 1992 
Persons aged 15 to 64 


000 

Not in the 
In May 1992 Employed Unemployed —_ labour force Total 
Full-time 366 95 752 1213 
Part-time 640 65 89 794 
Not attending 6575 758 2.247 9,579 
Total 7.581 918 3,087 11,586 


Stati > ee ee 
26 November 1992 -—«=«=«CAstralia (6227.0), or comtact Nicolle Wittmann on (06) 252 6578. 


To order any of the publications 
mentioned in Statistics Weekly or to 
inquire about the statistics and 
services available from the ABS, 
contact Information Services at any 
of the offices lisjed below. An 
Information Consultancy Service in 
each office provides assistance of a 
more extensive or complex nature. 
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BELCONNEN ACT 2616 


(06) 252 6627 
Fax (06) 253 1404 


ABS State Offices 


T NSW (02) 268 4611 
Vic. (03) 615 7000 
Qld (07) 222 6351 
WA (09) 323 5140 
SA (08) 237 7100 
Tas. (002) 20 5800 
NT (089) 452 111 


All the week’s releases: 
18 to 24 November 


Generat 
Publications Advice, 20 November 1992 (1105.0; free over the counter) 
Publications Advice, 24 November 1992 (1105.0; free over the counter) 
Australia at a Glance, 1993 (1309.0; free) 
Statistics Weekly, 19 November 1992 (1318.0; $4.20) 
Economic Indicators, Qid, November 1992 (1307.3; $6.50) 
Northern Territory Business Indicators, November 1992 (1307.7; $5.00) 
Census of Population and Housing 


1991 Census — Final Counts of Persons by Age and Sex for Selected 
Areas, NT, (2802.7; $15.00) — new issue 


Demography 

Australian Demographic Statistics, June Qtr 1992 (3101.0; $12.00) 
Social statistics 

Education and Training in Aust., 1991 (4224.0; $45.00) — new issue 
National accounts, finance and foreign trade 


Foreign Trade, Aust.: Merchandise Imports, September Qtr 1992 
( .0; $19.00) 


Government Financial Estimates, Aust., 1992-93 (5501.0; $21.40) 


Housing Finance for Owner Occupation, Aust., September 1992 
(5609.0; $10.50) 


Labour statistics and prices 
Transition from Education to Work, Aust., May 1992 (6227.0; $12.50) 
Award Rates of Pay Indexes, Aust., September 1992 (6312.0; $11.00) 


Price Index of Materials Used in House Building, Six State Capital Cities 
and Canberra, September 1992 (6408.0; $8.00)" 


Price Indexes of Materials Used in Manufacturing Industries, Aust., 
September 1992 (6411.0; $10.50) 


Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing Industry, Aust., 
September 1992 (6412.0; $10.50) 


Import Price Index, Aust., September 1992 (6414.0; $8.00) 
Agriculture 
Information Paper: Horticulture Statistics, 1992 (7331.0; free) — new issue 


Manuf M Energy, Service Industries, 
Building and 


Manufacturing Production, Aust.: Building Materials and Fittings, 
September 1992 (8361.0; $8.00) . 


Production, Aust.: Plastics, Rubber, Paints, Detergents 
and Ind Chemicals, September 1992 (8362.0; $8 


Aust.: T: 
woe ust.: Transport Equipment, September 1992 


(83670, Production, Aust.: Metal Products, September 1992 


Maen tah Production, Aust.: Energy Products, September 1992 
(8368.0; 


Production, Aust.: Wood and Woed Products, September 
1992 $6.00) 


Tourist Accommodation, ACT, September Qtr 1992 (8635.8; $8.00) 


Subscriptions 


To subscribe to Statistics Weekly or 
any other ABS printed 
—— phone the ABS 

ption Service toll-free on 
(008) 02U608, or contact 


for improvement 
to this publication should be 
addressed to: 


Rad Leovic 
Editor 

Statistics Weekly 
(06) 252 6104 


Calendar of key releases 
Expected releases over the fortnight to 8 December 1992 
November 


ea istrations of New Motor Vehicles, Australia, October 1992, 
liminary (9301.0; $10.50) 
(ae) Private New —— sale cates 10 tare Actual and = 
Expected iture to June , September Quarter 1 
Survey, Prelbainary (5625.0; $10.50) 
Stocks, Manufacturers’ Sales, 1992 and — 
Sales to June 1993, Australia, September Quarter 1992 
(5629.0; $10.50) 
Manufacturing Production, Australia, October 1992, 
Preliminary (8301.0; $10.50) 
| Balance of Payments, Australia, September Quarter 1992 
(5302.0; $21.00) 
Company Profits, Australia, September Quarter 1992 
(5651.0; $10.50) 


(Go) Balance of Payments, Australia, October 1992 (5301.0; $16.00) 
December 


J Australian National Accounts: National Income and 

Expenditure, September Quarter 1992 (5206.0; $21.00) 

Australian National Accounts: Gross Product, loyment and 
Hours Worked, Septernber Quarter 1992 (5222.0; $12.00) 

International Investment Position, Australia, September Quarter 
1992 (5306.0; $21.00) 

Quarterly Indexes of Industrial Production, Australia, 
September Quarter 1992 (8125.0; $10.50) 


The latest ... 

Changes to key State indicators — consolidated to 

24 November 1992 

See ee ee NSW Vie. Qa SA WA Tt NT ACT Aust. 
ODI a 


New capital expenditure 

(Mar. qtr 92)" -131 -218 -4 -M7 -15 57 na. na. -ms 
Retail turnover (Sept. 92) 

(trend estimate) 25 20 69 -29 68 54 na. 46 33 
New motor vehicle 

registrations (Sept. 92)+ | ee on ee ee 97 
Number of dwelling unit 

approvals (Sept. 92)° 64 NS We 88 199 123 -201 1215 95 
Value of total building work 

done (June qtr 92) -12 -71 62 -129 -58 195 ~103 a9 -68 
ocr oa Ol -16 30 3 is -128 is 44 os 
poo Bayon o8 O03 Of 19 -02 O08 W 15 on 
Average weekly earnings (full- 

time actult ordinary time) 

(May 92) 7 603 m © 2. = 63 63 “7 
Popuiation (June 92) 12 0 24 09 Le a9 12 23 iM“ 
Room nights in licensed 

hotels and motels, etc. 

Gune qtr 92) ~~ Ss S Pp th Ue a 2 59 


* Seasonally adjusted except for NT and ACT. + Seasonally adjusted except for Tas, NT and ACT 


The latest ... g 
Key national indicators - consolidated to 24 November 1992 


Latest figure available Percentage change {a} on 
Seasonaily Previous Ci 
Period Original adjusted period period year 
National production 
Gross domestic product (A) — /984-85 prices Sm June qir 92 na. 65,000 06 16 
Industrial activi 
New capital expenditure — current prices (f) $m June qu 92 5,749 5,511 07 -154 
: —! prices (f) * ~ ® 4.604 4,407 20 -120 
Expected new capital months 
expenditure (f) : = to Dec. 92 12,157 na na. na. 
Retail tumover — speaes peices “ Sept. 92 7,748 7,937 00 41 
—! prices = Sept. gir 92 15,153 15,673 -03 17 
New motor vehicle regi (e) no. Sept. 92 47,643 43, ~38 97 
Value of all approvals $m = 510 ps ay 3 
m P, ? a = 
Value of total work done 
— current pri = June qr 92 $,778.2 5,795.0 -04 -88 
-—! prices = ~ 37544 4,765.4 -03 -68 
Manufacturers’ sales — —_— ta) 4 June qu 92 35,443 35,599 il 38 
-—!/ prices = ig 2447. 24,601 1.2 3 
Expected manufacturers’ sales (f) Six months 
= to Dec. 92 73,674 na na 23 
Labour 
Employed persons ‘000 Oct. 92 7,723.9 73S 03 05 
U ment rate ¢ % e 10.5 13 05 Ll 
i rate ¢ . 7 62.7 63.2 0.5 0.1 
Job vacancies 000 Aug. 92 28.0 275 10.9 96 
Average weekly overtime 
per employee hours . 1.07 hil 09 00 
Prices, profits and wages 
Consumer price index 1989-90 = 100.0 Sept. qu 92 107.4 na 0.1 08 
“ee ae 1984-85 = 100.0 Sept. 92 127 0.1 75 
= 2 272 na 
Price index of articles 
1988-89 = 100.0 . 92 114.0 o4 2.6 
Company profits before income tax Sm June qu 92 3.133 3.426 -46 45.0 
*Pullime 
time) ; Aug. 92 585.70 na -03 32 
Interest rates (b) (monthly average) 
90-day bank bills * % per annum 2 5.85 ha. -0.1 ~2.85 
10-year Treasury bonds : > 8.85 na. -0.10 - 
Balance of pei 
Exports of merchandise $m Sept. 92 $170 $,222 112 15.8 
os merchandise . - - 5,281 -5,249 20.2 22.4 
on merchandise trade (c) . > -t -27 na na. 
Balance of goods and services (c) s = - $48 ~316 na. oa. 
Balance on current account (c) * . ~ 1,718 ~ 1,512 61.5 15.7 
Terms of trade (d) 1984-85 = 100.0 June qu 92 99.0 -12 -10 
Foreign investment 
Net foreign debt $m 31 Mar. 92 148,124 na. 24 76 
Net foreign liabilities " 199,312 na 34 10.9 
Exchange rates (monthly average) 
sus per $A Sept. 92 na. -0.5 -89 
Trade weighted index May 1970 = 100.0 E $2.7 na. 08 -148 
Other indicators 
Population (resident at end of gtr) million June 92 175 0.2. 02 14 
Overseas visitor arrivals "000 Aug. 212 ~5.0 20 


the means in the eae Se cee 6 The ratio of the price of goods and services for that for 
impor tc) Laer es expeced to be re inasd Sees ( figures expected to be released Thursday, 26 be 1992, 
J —, shown terms nae 
Some of the figures shown prcmnary. sone hia acd some ior pabuchad figures Conse a 
publication or with the ABS in ervices if the status of the statistic is 
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